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Elfriede (1773), a translation of Don .Quixote (1775-1779), and many other writings. His later literary efforts were more of a commercial nature, among them the Bilderbuch fur Kinder, which has become so popular. In the Bureau of National Industries his success was brilliant. As long as he was an officer at Court he was always busy, and there was no one who did not occasionally need his services. This developed in him a self-satisfied arrogance which grew more and more vexatious to Goethe, who was at first on intimate terms with him.
In the same group belongs the painter, and later director of the Weimar Institute of Drawing, Georg Melchior Kraus, a fellow-countryman of Goethe's, whose facile, pleasing talent had been cultivated in Paris. Goethe characterises him as a most agreeable social companion. "Even-tempered cheerfulness accompanied him everywhere; obliging ing without humility, dignified without pride, he was everywhere at home, everywhere a favourite, the busiest and, at the same time, most comfortable of all mortals."
If we mention in passing Travel Director von Klinkow-strom, Master of the Horse von Stein, Chamberlain von Werthern, Duchess Amalia's private secretary Ludecus, Director of the Orchestra Wolff, Chamber-musician Kranz, we have, with the exception of the Duke, exhausted the circle of men with whom Goethe came into immediate contact in Weimar.
In passing from the men to the women, we find, beside Duchess Amalia, the tender young Duchess Luise, consort of Karl August. She is almost completely crowded into the background by the masculine, active, brilliant personality of her mother-in-law. Her quiet nature was little suited to the Court of Weimar. Her tender heart took everything very hard. Every little offence and every discomfort vexed her and made her withdraw into herself. So it came about that because of her noble qualities she won everybody's respect, but, because of her bitter reserve, enjoyed nobody's friendship. Even Goethe, who after meeting her in Karlsruhe devoted to her a heart full of joyous love,